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plete with wooden floors, heat, and lights.
They’ve set up a road network and sophisti-
cated communications. The airfield, which
had no lights or navigational equipment
when they got there, is up and running 24
hours a day.

Some of the men and women I’m seeing
today designed, built, and now operate the
pontoon bridge over the Sava River, the key
landlink to Bosnia for our troops. The biggest
Army bridging operation since World War
II demanded the kind of strength and inge-
nuity that only American soldiers have. The
river swelled to a record high for this century,
washing away our encampments. Its banks
became muddy bogs, but the Sava didn’t
drown America’s spirit. As one of our Army
engineers put it, ‘‘We’ve been crossing rivers
for 218 years; we’re going to cross this river.’’
And they did.

Now that most of the preliminary work is
done, our soldiers and their partners from
more than two dozen other nations, including
NATO allies and former adversaries, like
Hungary, Poland, and Russia, are set to carry
out their mission, step by step, steadily, sure-
ly, and safely. They’ll make sure the former
warring parties in Bosnia live up to the letter
of the peace agreement they signed, and
they’ll create a secure environment to give
the people of Bosnia a chance to rebuild their
lives and their land.

Only the people of Bosnia can seize that
chance and come together as equal citizens
of a shared land with a common destiny.
After so many lives lost and futures de-
stroyed, finding the strength to live and work
side by side, as they have done for so much
of their history, will now be very hard. But
I am convinced that the overwhelming ma-
jority of Bosnia’s people agree that the alter-
native of return to the sorrow and suffering
of the past 4 years must not be allowed to
happen. And they’re looking to our soldiers
to help them make a new beginning.

So often when people abroad look to
America for help and hope, America looks
to the men and women of our Armed Forces.
Of course, we can’t be everywhere, and even
they can’t do everything. But where we can
make a difference and where our interests
and our values are clearly at stake, we must
step forward. In Bosnia, where those inter-

ests and values are very clearly at stake, our
soldiers are making a difference, the dif-
ference between a war that resumes and a
peace that can take hold.

We’ve asked the men and women of our
military to bear the burden of America’s lead-
ership, and they’re rising to the challenge
with strength, skill, and determination. The
soldiers I’ve talked with are proud of their
accomplishments and ready for the hard
work ahead. I know all the American people
are very proud of them, and that all Ameri-
cans join me in saying Godspeed to the men
and women of the world’s finest military as
they carry out their mission of peace in
Bosnia.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:19 a.m.,
local time, at IFOR Headquarters, Taszar, Hun-
gary, for domestic broadcast at 10:06 a.m.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Arpad Goncz of Hungary
and an Exchange With Reporters at
Taszar Air Base
January 13, 1996

President Clinton. I would like to say on
behalf of the American people how very
much we appreciate the wonderful reception
that our soldiers have received here in Hun-
gary. I thank you, Mr. President and Mr.
Prime Minister, to all the leaders of your
country, especially to the Defense Minister
and the Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff. We
are very, very grateful for the cooperation
that we’ve had.

I think it’s a remarkable thing that Hun-
gary and the United States are involved as
partners for peace now, and they have re-
ceived us here in this mission of peace in
our staging area for Bosnia. Just think, it’s
been barely more than 6 years ago when
Hungary was a member of the Warsaw Pact.
What would have been unthinkable then now
seems perfectly normal because we’ve been
working together so closely for the last cou-
ple of years.

And I know I speak for all the American
people and especially for the military, Mr.
President, when I say thank you, we are very
grateful. And I have just met with our com-
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manders and our troops; they’re doing very
well here, thanks to you. And we’re enjoying
it, and we appreciate it.

President Goncz. I can even say that it
is symbolic. Four or five years ago, I think
it would have been unthinkable to meet here
with the President of the United States of
America either in Washington or in Buda-
pest, the least unthinkable to be able to meet
in a small Hungarian village. In addition to
the fact that on such an important occasion,
your presence here as well as your personal
presence, Mr. President, shows the commit-
ment of the United States to ensure the peo-
ple in the region.

It is a moral obligation to ask because
this—we defend the same values, and we
have common interests. It is a great pleasure
for me that we have this meeting and that
we are part of this great operation. This is
a Partnership For Peace in the genuine sense
of the word. And—it’s a lot more than what
we have done—and this is also an oppor-
tunity for us to get accustomed to each other
the way—[inaudible].

Thank you, Mr. President.

NATO

Q. Mr. President, do you think this kind
of cooperation with Hungary will accelerate
Hungary’s admittance into NATO as a full-
scale member?

The President. Well, as you know, we be-
lieve that NATO should be expanded and in-
evitably will be. And this is the sort of co-
operation that I think shows you what can
happen in a very positive way with this sort
of partnership. I’m very pleased with it, and
I think all of our American—and especially
our military commanders have been very im-
pressed by what’s happened so far.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in the
Headquarters of the Air Base. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to American Troops at
Tuzla Airfield, Bosnia-Herzegovina

January 13, 1996

The President. General Nash; Sergeant
Major Tilley; the men and women of Task
Force Eagle; the 1st Armored Division; the
3d Infantry Division; the 3d Battalion of the
Three-Two-Five Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment; the Air Force 4100th Provisional
Group; the legendary Red Horse engineers;
the Navy Seabees; and all the veterans of the
Tuzla mud: I am proud to stand with you
today on dry ground. I come with a simple
message: Your country is very proud of you.
I’m glad to be joined here today by General
Shalikashvili; by General Joulwan; our Am-
bassador to the United Nations, Madeleine
Albright; and a very distinguished delegation
from the United States Congress. They’re
standing over there to my left and to your
right. I hope you will make them feel wel-
come. They are here to support you.

We know that you are the best trained,
best equipped, best prepared fighters in the
world. Time and again, you have stood down
aggression. Time and again you have tri-
umphed in war. But to Bosnia you came on
a mission of peace, a mission for heroes. We
thank you for defending our Nation’s values
and our Nation’s interests. We thank you for
helping the Bosnian people. Men and women
of Operation Joint Endeavor, we thank you
here for being warriors for peace.

When I last saw many of you in
Baumholder, the headquarters of the 1st Ar-
mored Division in Germany, your Humvees
were a little cleaner, your BDU’s a little
greener. But to me, seeing you here in the
field, doing the jobs you were trained for so
well, you have never looked better.

Soon I will have a chance to be briefed
again by your commanders, Admiral Smith
and General Nash. On behalf of a grateful
nation, I want to tell everyone what I know
they are going to tell me from our already
brief conversations. We know that in less
than a month and despite terrible weather,
7,000 of our Nation’s finest fighters, the first
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